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As  the  number  of  requests  for  National  Register  listing  increase, 
Boston  Landmarks  Commission  (BLC)  and  Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
(MHC)  wish  to  facilitate  the  process  with  a  standard  procedure  which  is 
clear  and  relatively  simple.  This  procedure  permits  the  necessary  local 
approval  on  submissions  to  take  place  as  rapidly  as  possible  before  the 
intricate  National  Register  forms  are  prepared.  Thus  local  persons  or 
organizations  need  not  labor  over  forms  for  a  nomination  that  is  rejected 
at  the  local  level.  All  National  Register  nominations  in  Boston  must  be 
initiated  with  BLC. 

I.  INITIATION 

An  individual  or  organization  requests  nomination  of  site  or  area 
through  Boston  Landmarks  Commission.  Questions  are  welcomed  by  staff. 

(a)  nomination  request  plus  photos  (5  x  7  or  8  x  10  black  and  white 
glossy) ,  a  short  (up  to  one  page)  description  and  statement  of 
significance,  and  rough  map  is  sent  to  Boston  Landmarks  Commis- 
sion, City  Hall/Room  813,  One  City  Hall  Square, Bos ton, Ma  02201. 

(b)  BLC  forwards  copy  of  nomination  request  (without  other  materials) 
to  Massachusetts  Historical  Commission  (MHC)  . 

II.  BLC  REVIEW 

Boston  Landmarks  Commission  considers  nomination  at  a  regular  meeting 
as  soon  as  possible  after  request  is  received. 

(a)  if  nomination  request  is  rejected  or  revised,  material  is  returned 
to  the  local  initiator. 

(b)  if  approved,  BLC  notifies  the  initiator  and  MHC. 

III.  PREPARATION  OF  NOMINATION  FORMS 

The  initiator  is  responsible  for  preparing  the  forms.  The  BLC, through 
its  staff,  will  provide  technical  assistance. 

(a)  local  initiator  begins  preparation  of  the  draft  National  Register 
forms. 

(b)  after  draft  forms  are  completed  as  thoroughly  as  possible  by 
initiator,  the  material  is  send  to  BLC  staff  for  editing,  final 
typing  and  map  preparation. 

(c)  BLC  staff  forwards  comcleted  nomination  forms  to  MHC. 
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The  Mayor,  10  registered  voters  of  the  City,  or  any  Commission  member  may 
jkL"L    petition  the  Commission  for  a  designation.  Within  30  days,  a  preliminary 
hearing  shall  be  held  with  the  petitioners,  at  which  point  arrangements 
can  be  made  for  a  study  report  and,  if  required,  for  the  appointment  of 
a  study  committee. 

S-po  2     A  study  report  is  prepared  that  describes  the  significance  and  economic 
2±££_^    status  of  the  site  or  area.  *If  a  designation  is  recommended,  the  report 
suaaests  boundaries  and  the  standards  and  criteria  for  reviewing  subse- 
quent chanaes.  This  report  will  be  prepared  by  the  Commission  for  land- 
mark designations  and  for  all  others  by  a  study  committee  composed  of  5 
commission  members  and  6  persons  who  have  "demonstrated  mteres.  in  the 
district,"  and  wno  have  been  appohted  by  the  Mayor  and  confirmed  by  City 
Council. 

The  report  will  be  available  3  weeks  prior  to  a  public  hearing  on  a  pro- 
posed lanamark  designation  and  60  days  prior  to  a  public  hearing  on  a 
proposed  district  designation. 

SteD  3.     Public  hearing  is  held.  Notice  of  the  Public  Hearing  shall  be: 

a.  published  at  least  three  weeks  prior  to  the  hearing 

b.  sent  to  each  owner  of  affected  property  (ies) 

\^  c   sent  to  the  Mavor,  BRA,  city  clerk,  Office  of  Public  Service  LCH  or 

other  city  agency,  board  or  person  requesting  notice,  Planners  -Garver  — 

Step  4     The  Commission  shall  vote  on  designation  with  a  2/3  vote  necessary  to  ap- 
prove   Desianation  shall  include  the  adoDtion  of  regulations  wmcn  snail 

specify  standards  and  criteria  to  be  used  by  the  Commission  in  reviewing 

future"  proposed  changes  to  designated  sites  and  areas. 

Step  5.     A  designation  when  made  by  the  Commission  is  presented  to  the  Mayor  for 
approval.  To  disapprove  he  must  ao  so  within  15  days. 

StSD  £.     The  Mavor  shall  transmit  his  action  to  the  City  Council,  which  has  30  days 
in  which  to  overturn,  by  a  2/3  vote,  a  designation  approved  by  ^the-Mayor. 

Step  7.     Designation  shall  be  filed  with  the  registry  of  deeds,  the  city  clerk,  the 
Public  Improvement  Commission  and  the  building  commissioner. 

PROCESS  FOR  RESCINDING  OR  AMENDING  A  DESIGNATION 


Same  as  for  designation  process 

If  petition  is  rejected,  notify  owner  (via  certified  mail;  petitioners  and  other 
interested  parties. 
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NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES 


The  National  Register  of  Historic  Places,  maintained  by 
the  U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior,  is  the  nation's 
official  list  of  important  cultural  resources.   The 
National  Register  of  Historic  Places  is  effective  in 
three  areas:   protection,  recognition  &  Federal  Tax 
Credits. 

The  following  are  questions  commonly  asked  about  the 

NATIONAL  REGISTER: 


HOW  DOES  THE  NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES  LISTING  PROTECT  MY  BUILDING 
OR  NEIGHBORHOOD? 

In  addition  to  recognition,  National  Register  listing  affords  protection  from 
federally-funded  or  federally  licensed  projects  wnich  might  have  an  adverse 
affect  on  the  property  or  might  jeopardize  the  significance  and  character  of 
the  area.   These  National  Register  properties  are  also  included  on  the  State 
Register  of  Historic  Places  and  afforded  similar  protection  from  state-funded 
projects.   Federal  and  state  examples  include  urban  renewal  and  highway 
construction  projects. 

HOW  CAN  I,  AS  A  NATIONAL  REGISTER  PROPERTY  OWNER,  BENEFII  FROM  THIS  LISTING? 

Aside  from  offering  protection  and  recognition,  National  Register  listing 
allows  owner  of  income-producing  properties  to  apply  for  certain  federal  tax 
incentives  for  substantial  rehabilitation  according  to  standards  set  by.  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  (provided  under  the  Tax  Act  of  .1986).   Also, 
properties  owned  by  non-profit  organizations  and  municipalities  that  are 
listed  on  the  National  Register,  are  eligible  to  apply  for  matching  funds  for 
the  maintanence  and  preservation  of  their  property  through  the  Massachusetts 
Preservation  Projects  Fund. 

DOES  NATIONAL  REGISTER  LISTING  RESTRICT  MY  USE  OR  TREATMENT  OF  MY  STRUCTURE? 

No.   If  no  federal  or  state  funds  or  licenses  are  involved,  there  is  no 
control  over  an  owner's  use  or  treatment  of  any  National  Register  property. 
Listing  in  the  National  Register  in  no  way  interferes  with  a  property  owner's 
rigat  to  alter,  manage  or  sell  trie  property.  It  is  hoped,  however,  taat  the 
physical  character  of  the  structure  or  district  which  caused  listing  in  the 
first  place  will  continue  to  be  maintained. 
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HOW  DOES  THE  TAX  ACT  OF  1986  AFFECT  OWNERS  OF  PROPERTY  LISTED  OK  THE  NATIONAL 
REGISTER? 

A  Federal  Tax  Credit  is  available  to  owners  of  income-producing  properties  for 
rehabilitations  which  have  been  certified  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  as 
being  consistent  with  the  historic  character  of  the  building  or  district  in 
which  it  is  located.   The  certification  process  is  administered  by  the 
National  Park  Service  in  cooperation  with  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Commission. 


WHAT  IS  A  NATIONAL  REGISTER  DISTRICT? 

Properties  may  be  nominated  to  the  National  Register  either  individually  or, 
if  they  are  located  within  areas  containing  other  contiguous,  significant 
properties,  as  districts.   A  National  Register  District  may  include  any  number 
of  properties.   The  protections  afforded  by  listing  are  the  same. 

HOW  MANY  BUILDINGS  IN  BOSTON  ARE  CURRENTLY  LISTED  ON  THE  NATIONAL  REGISTER? 

At  this  time,  there  are  approximately  7800  Boston  buildings  listed  on  the 
National  Register;  7670  of  these  buildings  are  listed  within  districts  and  130 
are  listed  individually.   The  districts  range  in  size  and  cnaracter;   the 
largest  district  is  the  South  End  which  contains  3350  buildings,  while  smaller 
districts,  such  as  the  Washington  Street  Theatre  District  contain  less  than  10 
buildings. 


DOES  THE  NATIONAL  REGISTER  LISTING  MEAN  THE  THE  STATE  OR  FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT  IS 
INTERESTED  IN  BUYING  THE  PROPERTY? 

Absolutely  not.  It  is  merely  a  means  of  alerting  the  property  owner  and  all 
Federal  agencies  that  the  Listed  property  holds  a  certain  intrinsic  value  as 
an  historical,  architectural  or  archaeological  site  or  district. 


WHAT  IF  I  WANT  TO  PROTECT  MY  BUILDING  FROM  BEING  ALTERED  OR  DEMOLISHED  BY 
SUBSEQUENT  OWNERS? 

An  owner  can  consult  with  an  attorney  to  place  preservation  restrictions  in 
the  property  deed.   Some  properties  which  are  listed  on  the  National  Register 
may  also  qualify  for  Boston  Landmarks  designation.   Landmarks  designation 
brings  into  play  a  systematic  design  review  process  which  assures  that  future 
physical  changes  are  appropriate  and  sensitive  to  the  historical  value  of  the 
property,  however  owned. 

DO  I  RECEIVE  A  PLAQUE  FOR  THIS  RECOGNITION? 

No,  but  an  owner  does  receive  an  official  letter  of  notification  and 
certificate  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth.   Owners  may  place  a  plaque 
on  their  property  if  they  wish. 


